Summary &mdash; The geographical distribution, levels of infestation and population density of the parasitic mite, Euvarroa sinhai Delfinado and Baker, were investigated for the first time in Iran. Euvarroa sinhai was recorded from all the A florea colonies that were collected as a whole colony or sampled. The mite was found up to an elevation of 1 270 m. The mite population is generally rather low in the bee colonies.
INTRODUCTION
The mite Euvarroa sinhai Delfinado and Baker is a parasite of drone brood of the honeybee Apis florea in Asia. It was first described by Delfinado and Baker (1974) as being associated with dwarf honeybee in India. Akratanakul and Burgett (1976) later identified the mite as a parasite on the drone brood of the dwarf bees in Thai- land, and also observed the mite as existing only on adult drones. Koeniger et al (1983) found the adult female mites on adult worker bees in Sri-Lanka, but not on adult drones. Mossadegh and Komeili (1986) found the adult female mites on both adult worker and drone bees in addition to drone brood. This mite has been reported recently in hive debris from A mellifera colonies in India (Kapil and Aggarwal, 1987) .
The object of the present study was to investigate the geographical distribution, levels of infestation and population densl- (Ruttner et al, 1985) . For detection of mites, the soaked bees in the container were carefully shaken by hand for 10 min (Ritter, 1981) . The contents were poured several times through a wire screen (mesh 2 x 2 mm) to filter out the mites. Excess alcohol was passed through a cotton cloth and the mites were collected and counted. The procedure was repeated 3 times for all the samples to ensure that no mite was left on the bees.
MATERIALS AND METHODS

RESULTS
Euvarroa sinhai was found in all A florea colonies that were either collected as a whole colony or sampled in Iran. The mite was found up to an elevation of 1 270 m.
The mite population is generally rather low in A florea colonies ( (Akratanakul, 1976 
